
MICROBIAL CONTENT TEST AGAR BASE
Basal medium for bacterial enumeration with inactivation of disinfectants.

TYPICAL FORMULA 
 (g/l)
Tryptone 
 
 
 15.0
Soytone 
 
 
 5.0
Sodium Chloride 
 
 5.0
Agar 
 
 
 
 15.0
Final pH = 7.3 ± 0.2 at 25 °C.
DIRECTIONS
Suspend 40.0 g of powder in 1 liter of distilled or deionized water. Heat to boil until completely dissolved. Add 5 g of Tween 80 
supplement (code 80031) and 7 ml of Lecithin supplement (code 80007). Continue heating for 1-2 minutes with frequent gentle 
swirling of the medium until completely dissolved. Autoclave at 121 °C for 15 minutes. Cool at 45-50 °C and dispense into Petri 
dishes. If it used with contact plates pour 16.5 to 17.5 ml medium per plate.
DESCRIPTION
MICROBIAL CONTENT TEST AGAR BASE is a Standard Methods medium used for determining the efficiency of sanitization of 
containers, equipment, and environmental surfaces as well as for use in the microbial content test of water miscible cosmetic 
products. Lecithin and Tween 80 have the aim of inactivating surface disinfectants.
TECHNIQUE
Inoculate the specimen onto the medium. Incubate at 36 ±1 °C for 40-48 hours.
QUALITY CONTROL
Dehydrated medium
Appearance: free-flowing, homogeneous.
Color: tan.
Prepared medium
Appearance: opalescent.
Color: medium amber.
Incubation conditions: 36 ± 1°C for 40-48 hours.
Microorganism 
 
 ATCC 

 Growth
Escherichia coli 
 
 11229 

 excellent
Staphylococcus aureus 
 6538P 
 excellent
STORAGE
The powder is very hygroscopic: store the powder at 10-30 °C, in a dry environment, in its original container tightly closed and 
use it before the expiry date on the label or until signs of deterioration or contamination are evident.
Store prepared plates at 2-8 °C.
REFERENCES
1. Am. Pub. Hlth. Assoc., (1978)., Standard Methods for Examination of Dairy Products, 14th ed.
2. Tenebaum, (1970), TGA Cosmetic Journal, 2:24-29.
3. AOAC, 10th ed., (1965).
PRESENTATION
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MICROBIAL CONTENT TEST AGAR BASE (12.5 l) 610094 500 g

MICROBIAL CONTENT TEST AGAR BASE (2.5 l) 620094 100 g

LECITHIN supplement 80007 4 x 50 ml

TWEEN 80 supplement 80031 2 x 50 ml
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LIOFILCHEM s.r.l.
Via Scozia, Zona Ind.le - 64026, Roseto D.A. (TE) - ITALY
Phone +390858930745     Fax +390858930330
Website: www.liofilchem.net     E-mail: liofilchem@liofilchem.net
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